
(ERE฀ARE฀ALL฀THREE฀REGULAR฀PRETERITE฀VERB฀FORMS฀TOGETHER�฀

(!",!2฀ #/-%2฀ 6)6)2

HABLÏ฀ COMÓ฀ VIVÓ
HABLASTE฀ COMISTE฀ VIVISTE฀
HABLØ฀ COMIØ฀ VIVIØ฀
HABLAMOS฀ COMIMOS฀ VIVIMOS฀
HABLASTEIS฀ COMISTEIS฀ VIVISTEIS
HABLARON฀฀ COMIERON฀ VIVIERON

./4%�฀4HE฀NOSOTROS฀FORMS฀FOR฀
AR฀AND฀
IR฀VERBS฀ARE฀THE฀SAME฀IN฀BOTH฀PRETERITE฀AND฀PRESENT฀TENSES�฀ �฀
�฀

(ERE฀ARE฀ALL฀THREE฀REGULAR฀IMPERFECT฀VERB฀FORMS฀TOGETHER�฀

(!",!2฀ #/-%2฀ 6)6)2

HABLABA฀ COMÓA฀ VIVÓA
HABLABAS฀ COMÓAS฀ VIVÓAS฀
HABLABA฀ COMÓA฀ VIVÓA฀
HABLÈBAMOS฀ COMÓAMOS฀ VIVÓAMOS฀ ฀
HABLABAIS฀ COMÓAIS฀ VIVÓAIS฀ ฀
HABLABAN฀฀ COMÓAN฀ VIVÓAN฀

'ENERALLY฀SPEAKING�฀THE฀PRETERITE฀IS฀USED฀FOR฀ACTIONS฀IN฀THE฀PAST฀THAT฀ARE฀SEEN฀AS฀
COMPLETED�฀WHILE฀THE฀IMPERFECT฀TENSE฀IS฀USED฀FOR฀PAST฀ACTIONS฀THAT฀DID฀NOT฀HAVE฀A฀DElNITE฀
BEGINNING฀OR฀A฀DElNITE฀END�฀

*UAN฀HABLØ฀DOS฀HORAS�฀
*UAN฀SPOKE฀TWO฀HOURS�฀
�ACTION฀COMPLETED	฀
฀
,AS฀CHICAS฀HABLABAN฀EN฀INGLÏS�฀
4HE฀GIRLS฀USED฀TO฀SPEAK฀IN฀%NGLISH�฀
�NO฀DElNITE฀BEGINNING฀OR฀END	฀

!NOTHER฀WAY฀TO฀VIEW฀THIS฀IS฀THAT฀THE฀PRETERITE฀TELLS฀US฀SPECIlCALLY฀WHEN฀AN฀ACTION฀TOOK฀PLACE�฀WHILE฀
THE฀IMPERFECT฀TELLS฀US฀IN฀GENERAL฀WHEN฀AN฀ACTION฀TOOK฀PLACE�฀

4HE฀PRETERITE฀IS฀USED฀IN฀THE฀FOLLOWING฀SITUATIONS�฀

&OR฀ACTIONS฀THAT฀CAN฀BE฀VIEWED฀AS฀SINGLE฀EVENTS฀
&OR฀ACTIONS฀THAT฀WERE฀REPEATED฀A฀SPECIlC฀NUMBER฀OF฀TIMES฀
&OR฀ACTIONS฀THAT฀OCCURRED฀DURING฀A฀SPECIlC฀PERIOD฀OF฀TIME฀
&OR฀ACTIONS฀THAT฀WERE฀PART฀OF฀A฀CHAIN฀OF฀EVENTS฀
4O฀STATE฀THE฀BEGINNING฀OR฀THE฀END฀OF฀AN฀ACTION฀
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4HE฀IMPERFECT฀IS฀USED฀IN฀THE฀FOLLOWING฀SITUATIONS�฀

&OR฀ACTIONS฀THAT฀WERE฀REPEATED฀HABITUALLY฀
&OR฀ACTIONS฀THAT฀hSET฀THE฀STAGEv฀FOR฀ANOTHER฀PAST฀ACTION฀
&OR฀TELLING฀TIME฀
&OR฀STATING฀ONE�S฀AGE฀
&OR฀MENTAL฀STATES฀�USUALLY	฀
&OR฀PHYSICAL฀SENSATIONS฀�USUALLY	฀
4O฀DESCRIBE฀THE฀CHARACTERISTICS฀OF฀PEOPLE�฀THINGS฀OR฀CONDITIONS฀

3ER�฀IR�฀DAR฀AND฀HACER฀ARE฀IRREGULAR฀IN฀THE฀PRETERITE�

3%2฀ )2

FUI฀ FUI
FUISTE฀ FUISTE
FUE฀ FUE
FUIMOS฀ FUIMOS
FUISTEIS฀ FUISTEIS
FUERON฀ FUERON
฀ ฀

$!2฀ (!#%2

DI฀ HICE
DISTE฀ HICISTE
DIO฀ HIZO
DIMOS฀ HICIMOS
DISTEIS฀ HICISTEIS
DIERON฀ HICIERON

./4%�฀4HIS฀IS฀NOT฀A฀TYPO�฀SER฀AND฀IR฀DO฀HAVE฀IDENTICAL฀CONJUGATIONS฀IN฀THE฀PRETERITE�฀

4HERE฀ARE฀ONLY฀THREE฀IRREGULAR฀VERBS฀IN฀THE฀IMPERFECT�฀

3%2฀ )2฀ 6%2

ERA฀ IBA฀ VEÓA
ERAS฀ IBAS฀ VEÓAS฀
ERA฀ IBA฀ VEÓA฀
ÏRAMOS฀ ÓBAMOS฀ VEÓAMOS฀
ERAIS฀ IBAIS฀ VEÓAIS฀
ERAN฀฀ IBAN฀฀ VEÓAN฀

3OME฀WORDS฀AND฀PHRASES฀INDICATE฀SPECIlC฀TIME฀FRAMES�฀AND฀THEREFORE฀SIGNAL฀THE฀USE฀OF฀THE฀
PRETERITE�฀

AYER฀�YESTERDAY	฀
ANTEAYER฀�THE฀DAY฀BEFORE฀YESTERDAY	฀
ANOCHE฀�LAST฀NIGHT	฀
DESDE฀EL฀PRIMER฀MOMENTO฀�FROM฀THE฀lRST฀MOMENT	฀
DURANTE฀DOS฀SIGLOS฀�FOR฀TWO฀CENTURIES	฀
EL฀OTRO฀DÓA฀�THE฀OTHER฀DAY	฀
EN฀ESE฀MOMENTO฀�AT฀THAT฀MOMENT	฀
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ENTONCES฀�THEN	฀
ESTA฀MA×ANA฀�THIS฀MORNING	฀
ESTA฀TARDE฀�THIS฀AFTERNOON	฀
LA฀SEMANA฀PASADA฀�LAST฀WEEK	฀
EL฀MES฀PASADO฀�LAST฀MONTH	฀
EL฀A×O฀PASADO฀�LAST฀YEAR	฀
HACE฀DOS฀DÓAS�฀A×OS฀�TWO฀DAYS�฀YEARS฀AGO	฀
AYER฀POR฀LA฀MA×ANA฀�YESTERDAY฀MORNING	฀
AYER฀POR฀LA฀TARDE฀�YESTERDAY฀AFTERNOON	฀

/THER฀WORDS฀AND฀PHRASES฀INDICATE฀REPETITIVE�฀VAGUE฀OR฀NON
SPECIlC฀TIME฀FRAMES�฀AND฀
THEREFORE฀SIGNAL฀THE฀USE฀OF฀THE฀IMPERFECT�฀

A฀MENUDO฀�OFTEN	฀
A฀VECES฀�SOMETIMES	฀
CADA฀DÓA฀�EVERY฀DAY	฀
CADA฀SEMANA฀�EVERY฀WEEK	฀
CADA฀MES฀�EVERY฀MONTH	฀
CADA฀A×O฀�EVERY฀YEAR	฀
CON฀FRECUENCIA฀�FREQUENTLY	฀
DE฀VEZ฀EN฀CUANDO฀�FROM฀TIME฀TO฀TIME	฀
EN฀AQUELLA฀ÏPOCA฀�AT฀THAT฀TIME	฀
FRECUENTEMENTE฀�FREQUENTLY	฀
GENERALMENTE฀�USUALLY	฀
MUCHAS฀VECES฀�MANY฀TIMES	฀
MUCHO฀�A฀LOT	฀
NUNCA฀�NEVER	฀
POR฀UN฀RATO฀�FOR฀AWHILE	฀
SIEMPRE฀�ALWAYS	฀
TANTAS฀VECES฀�SO฀MANY฀TIMES	฀
TODAS฀LAS฀SEMANAS฀�EVERY฀WEEK	฀
TODOS฀LOS฀DÓAS฀�EVERY฀DAY	฀
TODO฀EL฀TIEMPO฀�ALL฀THE฀TIME	฀
VARIAS฀VECES฀�SEVERAL฀TIMES	฀


AR฀AND฀
ER฀VERBS฀THAT฀CHANGE฀THEIR฀STEM฀IN฀THE฀PRESENT฀TENSE฀DO฀NOT฀CHANGE฀IN฀THE฀
PRETERITE�฀4HEY฀ARE฀CONJUGATED฀JUST฀LIKE฀OTHER฀REGULAR฀PRETERITE฀VERBS�฀

02%3%.4฀ 02%4%2)4%

CERRAR฀ CERRAR
CIERRO฀ CERRÏ฀
CIERRAS฀ CERRASTE฀
CIERRA฀ CERRØ฀
CERRAMOS฀ CERRAMOS฀
CERRÈIS฀ CERRASTEIS฀
CIERRAN฀฀ CERRARON฀฀
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IR฀VERBS฀THAT฀CHANGE฀THEIR฀STEM฀IN฀THE฀PRESENT฀TENSE฀DO฀CHANGE฀IN฀THE฀PRETERITE�฀BUT฀IN฀A฀
DIFFERENT฀WAY�฀4HEY฀CHANGE฀E�I฀AND฀O�U฀IN฀THE฀THIRD฀PERSON�฀SINGULAR฀AND฀PLURAL�฀

02%3%.4฀ 02%4%2)4%

PREFERIR฀ PREFERIR
PRElERO฀ PREFERÓ฀
PRElERES฀ PREFERISTE฀
PRElERE฀ PRElRIØ฀
PREFERIMOS฀ PREFERIMOS฀
PREFERÓS฀ PREFERISTEIS฀
PRElEREN฀ PRElRIERON฀

02%3%.4฀ 02%4%2)4%

DORMIR฀ DORMIR
DUERMO฀ DORMÓ฀
DUERMES฀ DORMISTE฀ ฀
DUERME฀ DURMIØ฀
DORMIMOS฀ DORMIMOS฀
DORMÓS฀ DORMISTEIS฀
DUERMEN฀฀ DURMIERON

4HERE฀ARE฀A฀NUMBER฀OF฀ORTHOGRAPHIC฀CHANGING฀VERBS฀IN฀THE฀PRETERITE�฀

6ERBS฀THAT฀END฀IN฀
GAR฀CHANGE฀G฀TO฀GU฀
6ERBS฀THAT฀END฀IN฀
CAR฀CHANGE฀C฀TO฀QU฀
6ERBS฀THAT฀END฀IN฀
ZAR฀CHANGE฀Z฀TO฀C฀
6ERBS฀THAT฀END฀IN฀
AER�฀
EER�฀
OÓR�฀
OER�฀AND฀UIR฀CHANGE฀IØ฀TO฀YØ฀AND฀IERON฀TO฀YERON฀

(ERE฀ARE฀THREE฀MORE฀VERBS฀THAT฀ARE฀IRREGULAR฀IN฀THE฀PRETERITE�฀

$%#)2฀ 42!%2฀ 6%2

DIJE฀ TRAJE฀ VI
DIJISTE฀ TRAJISTE฀ VISTE
DIJO฀ TRAJO฀ VIO
DIJIMOS฀ TRAJIMOS฀ VIMOS
DIJISTEIS฀ TRAJISTEIS฀ VISTEIS
DIJERON฀ TRAJERON฀ VIERON

6ERBS฀THAT฀END฀IN฀
UCIR฀ARE฀IRREGULAR฀AND฀CONJUGATED฀AS฀FOLLOWS�฀

PRODUCIR

PRODUJE฀
PRODUJISTE฀
PRODUJO฀
PRODUJIMOS฀
PRODUJISTEIS฀
PRODUJERON฀
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4HERE฀ARE฀A฀NUMBER฀OF฀VERBS฀THAT฀ARE฀IRREGULAR฀IN฀THE฀PRETERITE฀THAT฀FOLLOW฀A฀PARTICULAR฀
PATTERN�฀4HE฀PATTERN฀IS฀THAT฀WHILE฀THEIR฀STEMS฀CHANGE�฀THEY฀ALL฀TAKE฀THE฀FOLLOWING฀ENDINGS�฀


E฀

ISTE฀

O฀

IMOS฀

ISTEIS฀

IERON฀

(ERE฀ARE฀THE฀VERBS�฀ALONG฀WITH฀THEIR฀CORRESPONDING฀STEM฀CHANGES�฀

).&).)4)6%฀ 34%-฀#(!.'%

ANDAR฀ ANDUV

ESTAR฀ ESTUV
฀
TENER฀ TUV
฀
CABER฀ CUP
฀
HABER฀ HUB
฀
PODER฀ PUD
฀
PONER฀ PUS
฀
SABER฀ SUP
฀
HACER฀ HIC
฀
QUERER฀ QUIS
฀
VENIR฀฀ VIN
฀ ฀
฀
%XCEPTION�฀HACER฀�EL�ELLA�USTED฀HIZO	฀

3OME฀VERBS฀ACTUALLY฀CHANGE฀MEANING�฀DEPENDING฀UPON฀WHETHER฀THEY฀ARE฀USED฀IN฀THE฀
PRETERITE฀OR฀THE฀IMPERFECT�฀4HIS฀IS฀NOT฀SURPRISING�฀SINCE฀THE฀DIFFERENCE฀IN฀MEANING฀CAN฀BE฀
TRACED฀BACK฀TO฀THE฀DIFFERENT฀WAY฀IN฀WHICH฀THESE฀TWO฀PAST฀TENSES฀ARE฀USED�฀

CONOCER฀

#ONOCÓ฀A฀*UAN฀HACE฀CINCO฀A×OS�

)฀MET฀*UAN฀lVE฀YEARS฀AGO�฀
�COMPLETED฀ACTION	฀
฀
%N฀AQUELLA฀ÏPOCA฀CONOCÓAMOS฀MUY฀BIEN฀LA฀CIUDAD�

!T฀THAT฀TIME฀WE฀KNEW฀THE฀CITY฀VERY฀WELL�฀
�NO฀DElNITE฀BEGINNING฀OR฀END	

QUERER฀

-ARÓA฀QUISO฀COMPRAR฀LA฀CASA�

-ARIA฀TRIED฀TO฀BUY฀THE฀HOUSE�฀
�COMPLETED฀ACTION	฀
฀
*UAN฀QUERÓA฀COMPRAR฀LA฀CASA�

*UAN฀WANTED฀TO฀BUY฀THE฀HOUSE�฀
�NO฀DElNITE฀BEGINNING฀OR฀END	
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NO฀QUERER฀

-ARÓA฀NO฀QUISO฀COMPRAR฀LA฀CASA�

-ARIA฀REFUSED฀TO฀BUY฀THE฀HOUSE�฀
�COMPLETED฀ACTION	฀
฀
*UAN฀NO฀QUERÓA฀COMPRAR฀LA฀CASA�

*UAN฀DID฀NOT฀WANT฀TO฀BUY฀THE฀HOUSE�฀
�NO฀DElNITE฀BEGINNING฀OR฀END	฀

SABER฀

-ARÓA฀LO฀SUPO฀AYER�

-ARIA฀FOUND฀OUT฀YESTERDAY�฀
�COMPLETED฀ACTION	฀
฀
*UAN฀SABÓA฀QUE฀-ARÓA฀VENÓA�
*UAN฀KNEW฀THAT฀-ARIA฀WAS฀COMING�฀
�NO฀DElNITE฀BEGINNING฀OR฀END	

PODER฀

-ARÓA฀PUDO฀LEVANTAR฀LA฀MESA�

-ARIA฀SUCCEEDED฀IN฀LIFTING฀THE฀TABLE�฀
�COMPLETED฀ACTION	฀
฀
*UAN฀PODÓA฀PARTICIPAR฀EN฀LA฀MANIFESTACIØN�

*UAN฀WAS฀ABLE฀TO฀PARTICIPATE฀IN฀THE฀DEMONSTRATION�฀
�NO฀DElNITE฀BEGINNING฀OR฀END	

TENER฀

-ARÓA฀TUVO฀UNA฀CARTA฀DE฀SU฀MAMÈ�

-ARIA฀RECEIVED฀A฀LETTER฀FROM฀HER฀MOM�฀
�COMPLETED฀ACTION	฀
฀
*UAN฀TENÓA฀UN฀COCHE฀NUEVO�

*UAN฀USED฀TO฀HAVE฀A฀NEW฀CAR�฀
�NO฀DElNITE฀BEGINNING฀OR฀END	


